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The first 90 days. 

90-day review.

When a pastor moves in our conference we have to attend a seminar, both the pastor and the churches receiving new pastors, called the first 90 days.  In this seminar they outline some steps to help improve productivity in churches.

I remember when I was working in retail.  Every time I got a new job there was a 90-day review.  During this review I was told areas in which I was doing well and areas in which I needed to improve.  It seemed as if I was supposed to learn just about all I needed to know in that first 90 days.

Let me give you the background of the passage we're going to study today. Paul had decided to make the world his parish. After he met the Lord Jesus Christ, he took three missionary journeys, going to regions of the world that had never heard the gospel, and preaching the Lord Jesus and planting churches. 

On his second missionary journey he went to a city called Philippi. There he planted a church. After he left this city, the people there did something very unusual. They kept up with Paul for ten years. One full decade they would follow him and find him, and they would send him encouraging letters and financial support for his ministry. 

It has been eleven years since Paul was in Philippi.
Now he is in Rome under house arrest. The Philippians have sent Epaphroditus, one of their members, to Rome, which was a 700-mile trip that took several months, with some encouraging notes and a financial gift for this sainted apostle. 

--------------------READ TEXT--------------------
Paul is excited. Paul is humbled. Paul is grateful for their tremendous prayer and love and support, and out of that excited gratitude he writes this letter to them. In essence, Philippians is a thank you note for their involvement in his life.

He begins this letter by thanking God for them, and in the midst of this opening greeting he makes a tremendous statement:

Paul was excited about the principle of partnership. Paul was excited because he was not in the battle alone. Others had joined with him. He was saying in effect, "I thank God that we have been preaching the gospel together."

Then he challenges them to continue the good work God has begun in them.  Paul offers the ultimate review of a churches work.  He thanks God for what God has done and calls them to look forward to continuing that work through the power of the Holy Spirit.  He calls them to live lives that are pure and blameless, to live out the fruits of their salvation which are things that are pleasing to God. 

Now, I will tell you, when I look back over the last 90 days I thank God everyday for the way we have partnered together.  I came in June and we began a journey.  We said we were going to quickly carry out the task God has given.  We were going to do everything we could to show people the glory and the power of God. 

Then we asked how we were going to do that and said we were going to use the gifts God has given us to be a blessing to others so that they may see the glory and power of God.  Now, here we are 90 days later.  I can truly say that we have been about the business of spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ to our community.  We have used the gifts God has given us and we have partnered together for the building of the Kingdom of God.

Now, we must continue.  Paul says in verse that God who has begun a good work in you will continue His work.  God has begun a good work in our church.  He has called us together and joined us in mission and ministry.  And now if we keep on following His leadership He will complete that work.

But, more important than that.  God has begun a good work in each one of you. He has called you to a purpose.  He has called you into salvation and ministry with Him.  He is faithful to complete the tasks He has begun.  All we have to do is be faithful in following and responding to that leadership.  All we have to do is be willing to partner with God and with each other and we will continue to see the power and glory of God in our church and in our lives.  

The fact is, everyone has an opportunity to be a partner in a ministry greater than they are; that can impact people they will never know, and go to places they will never see. With every opportunity comes a responsibility. You not only have an opportunity to be a partner in the gospel, you have a responsibility.

I've got great news for all of you. If you are a child you can be a partner in the gospel. If you are a teenager you can be a partner in the gospel. If you are a senior adult you can be a partner in the gospel. 

The fact is we are all partners in spreading the gospel, because of the good work God had begun in us and will bring to completion. And this is what I would like to focus on this morning.  The good work God has begun in us.

Then we will know what really matters is not the size of our buildings, the amount of our budget, but rather what really matters is that we live pure and blameless lives full of the fruit of our salvation; those things that produced by Jesus Christ.

After 10 years Paul give the church at Philippi an annual review.  He is filled with joy at what they have done and are doing for the Kingdom of God.  Well, this is our 90-day review from the perspective of the pastor.  And I have to say that God has begun a good work within each and everyone of us and pray that we will let God continue to call and lead us so that the good work will be complete and the Kingdom of God will come upon this community and this earth.

