
WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

MARK 1:14-20
What does it mean to be a United Methodist?  Some will say it means you belong to a certain church.  Yes, but what is it that makes that church a Methodist church?  Well, it has a sign out front that says Henryville United Methodist.  No, I mean what is it that makes a Methodist church different from other churches.  

Most people want to know what it means to be a part of a group or organization.  They might phrase it differently like what is expected of me if I join this group.  And being intelligent adults, we like to give an answer.  Like if someone asks us what is expected of us as a member of this church we would say to support this church with our prayer, presence, gifts and service.  Well, what does that mean? 

But, sometimes it is like explaining the impossible to the unknowing.  Sometimes it is virtually impossible to explain what it means to be a member of a group or organization.  Oh, we can tell them what we do, or even how often we meet, but sometimes it is impossible to explain exactly what it means to be a member.

------------READ TEXT-------------------

According to Mark’s gospel this is the beginning of the public ministry of Jesus.  John has been arrested and one day Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee and He begins to preach.  And His first sermon is very short and succinct.  

He says, “The Kingdom of God has drawn near.  Repent and believe the good news.”  There is no dramatic music like in those old movies when the good guy comes on stage.  There is no Dudley-Do-Right theme song playing.  Just a man, who happens to be God incarnate, walking along the shore proclaiming the message of the in breaking of God’s Kingdom.  Jesus just explodes onto the pages of history and invades our reality with an unsettling revelation.  He comes calling us to be a part of new reality, a new movement by which God is taking back the world He created through discipleship.

Jesus doesn’t come preaching about personal happiness, individual peace and security.  He comes calling people to repent and believe.  He doesn’t come asking us if we agree but calling us to join up.  

The good news is not only to be proclaimed, but the good news is to be done.  That brings us to the question of the day.  What does it mean to be a disciple?  

Our North Alabama Conference has a mission statement.  It says that every church is to be challenged and equipped to grow more disciples for Jesus Christ.  But, what does it mean to be a disciple?

When Jesus called Andrew, Simon, James and John, He simply said come and follow Me.  He did not give not give a twenty-minute sermon or lecture on discipleship.  He did not give them a book to read on the beliefs of a disciple.  He simply said come and follow Me.

What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus?

In Greek, the word “disciple” means follower, or learner, or student. So what does it mean to be a student of Jesus, to learn the way of Jesus Christ?

What the story doesn't tell about is what those men were getting in for by becoming followers of Jesus. To find out what was really in store for them, we have to keep reading. And what we discover is that being a disciple was not glamorous. In fact, it was downright dangerous.  

Later in Mark we hear Jesus say, "Whoever loses his life for my sake and the sake of the gospel will find it." Matthew includes another comment: "Do not think that I have come to bring peace on earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword." Those are disturbing statements, especially for those of us who are today's disciples.  

He was saying that being his disciple is not an easy task.  In my reading this week I came across what I think are four characteristics of a disciple or someone who lives in the reality of the Kingdom of God.  

1) Disciples often cross lines; they don’t just stay in their own little group.  They don’t just reach out to people who are just like them.  Disciples reach across the barrier that society puts up and invites everyone into a relationship with Jesus.
2) Disciples live “ReJesused” lives.  They live a life that has been changed by Jesus Christ.  Their lives are not like they have always been.  After encountering the risen, living Christ a disciple cannot go back to business as usual.  Everything is different.
3) Disciples are more interested in lifting a cross than climbing a ladder.  
4) Disciples are more into bearing a cross and not just wearing a cross. 

Being a disciple means that God is not just a "Sunday friend," but a "daily companion" in our life. It means that all things "do indeed work together for good." Oh -- it doesn't guarantee that we won't get the flu or have to face unpleasant experiences. It does mean that as God's person, God will take the events of our life and turn them toward the good, even though we may not be able to see that good at the moment.  Being a disciple also means that we will be part of the greatest change of all, the time when God will change this age into the age of eternity. The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ stands at the center of our faith, because we know that our mortal nature will be changed into an immortal nature. And we shall be changed -- one final time.

