THE ATTITUDE OF JUSTICE

MATTHEW 5:4,8,9

No concept is more Chrisitan or American than this demand for justice. Wherever there are people who are oppressed ... wherever there are people who suffer discrimination ... wherever there are people who hate ... if we are to do what God expects of us, then we must work to bring about justice in our daily relationships. We may not be able to do much about eliminating injustice in the world, but we are expected to bring justice into our daily relationships.

God expects us to do justice in our daily relationships. Justice is such an easy word to say, but it is a difficult word to live because there is so much injustice in our world.  Doing justice in our everyday lives concerns the passion that you and I must have to see that every person has a decent opportunity to live their lives without fear, and prejudice, and hatred - with the opportunity to live life to its fullest.

Justice is a much larger and more complicated concept than kindness. Kindness is an individual act. I see a person in need and, like the Good Samaritan, I try to help. That is kindness. Justice concerns the passion that you and I must have to see that every person everywhere has a decent opportunity for a healthy, wholesome, rewarding life.

Three decades ago there was a magazine called LIFE. Now Life is big. It takes in everything and everyone. You could file almost anything imaginable under the topic of "Life." Then a decade or so ago was born another publicaion called PEOPLE. Now People is pretty broadafter all there are all kinds of peoplebut People is not as broad as Life. There is much of life that must be excluded if we only deal with people. Now, he noted, we have a publication called US. No longer are we dealing with life, or even peoplewe are only dealing with us. Before long he expects another publication calledME!

For people who recognize that their lives have been bought with the blood of the cross, such turning inward is repulsive. We are here today because God so loved the world that he gave His only Son. We are here today because a Man from Galilee cared more about us than he did himself.

Consider what Micah says. He begins with "do justice." "In its strictest sense, justice means fair play. It means making sure that all God's children inherit their fair share of God's good gifts. And if they don't, because someone has swindled them out of their birthright or because they were not strong enough to hold on to it, justice means doing whatever is necessary to sort out what belongs to whom and return it to them." It is not enough to wish for justice or to complain because it is lacking. This is a dynamic concept that calls on God's people to work for fairness and equality for all, particularly the weak and the powerless who are exploited by others.

What I have proposed through Lent is that we take the three basic guidelines given by Micah and see how Christ tells us to live them out through the Beatitudes contained in the Sermon on the Mount.

------------READ TEXT---------------

SERMON ON THE MOUNT:

For most people the Sermon on the Mount is the essence of the Christian faith and life; and equally the Beatitudes are the essence of the Sermon on the Mount.  The Beatitudes are the essence of the essence of the Christian life.

“When He sat down…” A Jewish Rabbi was officially teaching he would sit down to teach.  So, from this introduction Matthew means us to see that what follows is no chance teaching given in the by-going; it is no pleasant discourse given in the passing; it is the official teaching of Jesus.  It is Jesus telling his disciples the very essence of what he cam to say.

“He opened His mouth…”  Means more that a poetical way of saying “he said.”  It is regularly used to introduce any weighty, grave and important utterance.  It is used of an utterance of calculated courage.  It is used of an utterance in which there are no reservations n which nothing is kept back and in which the whole truth is told and the whole heart is opened.

By using this phrase of Jesus, Matthew warns us that there is to follow an utterance of the greatest weight and importance, an utterance in which no cautious and prudential motives of safety will keep the speaker from telling the truth, an utterance in which mind and heart are opened and in which nothing is kept back.

“Jesus taught…”  Aorist tense= past action completed and results stop.  Imperfect tense= past action where the results continue indefinitely.  Taught= Imperfect tense.  The results of Jesus’ teaching are expected to carry on indefinitely into the future.  Yes, he taught them, but the results or consequences of that teaching will carry on throughout history.  In other words after a person hears these words life can never be the same.

BLESSED= BLISS

The Beatitudes are not just one-line statements made by Jesus.  They are exclamations.!!!

They are not statements or prophecies of what is going to happen to the Christian in some other world; they are affirmations of the bliss into which the Christian can enter even in the here and now.

The word we translate “blessed” is a word that describes a bliss, which belongs only to the gods.

The promised bliss is nothing less than the blessedness of God.

Bliss is much more than mere happiness.  Happiness is dependant on outward and circumstances.  Bliss is independent of outward circumstances.  It is independent of all the chances and changes of life.  It is the bliss of the life of God and therefore it is the joy that no one can take from us.

Diessmann said of the Beatitudes that they are not quiet stars, but flashes of lightning, followed by a thunder of surprise and amazement.

BLESSED ARE THEY WHO MOURN FOR THEY SHALL BE COMFORTED!
Of all the paradoxes of the Beatitudes surely this is the most violent.  It is an astonishing thing to speak of the joy of sorrow, the gladness of grief and the bliss of the broken-hearted.  

This is the sorrow that pierces the heart. It is the sorrow, which is visible; it is the sorrow, which can be seen in a person’s bearing, a person’s face, and a person’s tears.  It is the sorrow, which a person is bound to show the world and to show God, because they cannot help doing so.  

In the matter of doing justice this is the sorrow for the sins, the sadness, the suffering of the world.  It describes the person whose heart is touché for those who are in the midst of what Virgil called “the tears of things.”  It speaks of one whose sense of justice is challenged by those who are suffering from the tyranny and oppression and injustice, to whom the appeal of weakness and suffering and pain never comes unheard.

It is always right that a Christian should live detached from things, but it is never right that a Christian should be detached from people.  

Repeatedly in the Gospels it is said that Jesus was moved with compassion.  Jesus was moved to the very heart of His being over the suffering and need in the world.  The basic meaning of the incarnation is that God was moved to the very heart of His being, so He deliberately chose to identify Himself with the sin, the suffering, the sorrowing of humanity.   God felt sorrow for, not sorry for, humanity and he reached out through His Son to do something about the human condition brought on by the sin and sorrow of this world.

While one meaning of the Greek word used for comfort, is comfort, but it is one of the least used meanings.  Most of the time it means to summon to one’s side as an ally or a helper, a counselor, a witness, and it is the word, which is used for to invite to a banquet.  It is also used to mean exhort or to encourage.  It can also be used on inciting and exciting a person and of fomenting a fire until it burst into flames.

So, when a person mourns or is moved to the very heart of their being for the oppression or the injustices another is suffering in this world, then God will come along side them as an ally, a helper, a counselor and will fan into flames the very essence of the spirit that lives within them and they will experience the very blessedness of God, or the bliss of the life of God in their lives.

BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART FOR THEY SHALL SEE GOD

Pure= can be used of clothes that are clean in contrast to clothes that are dirty.  But, has a whole series of meanings that have to do with things that are without blemish, without mixture, has no alloy mixed in.  It is used of a person who is ceremonial clean and therefore fit to enter into the temple.  It can also mean free from pollution, free from defilement, and free from guilt.

In the OT it is used of ceremonial purity, but it also is used to denote moral and spiritual purity.  It is used to describe one who is blameless in the face of a charge of misconduct.

For Jesus purity was an inward thing, a thing of the heart and of the mind and of the attitude of the soul.  If a person’s outward actions were impeccably correct and even if he observed every detail of the ceremonial law with meticulous devotion, they might still be utterly impure, because the thought of their heart were not right.

It is still possible to identify religion with outward observances.  It is still possible to regard a person as religious because they observe all the outward conventions of religion.  

But, most important is the meaning of the word “pure” apart from the idea of ceremonial purity.  The most important meaning has to do with having no impurities at all.  Not being watered down by the stuff of this world.  A pure heart is a heart that is totally devoted to God and the work of God in the world and is reaching out to the world without any ulterior motives.

This is the most demanding Beatitude of them all.  It demands the most honest self-evaluation of our hearts and minds.  It basically asks us to ask ourselves, why are we doing what we are doing.

It is only through Christ that we can possibly live up to the demands of this Beatitude.

The promise is that the pure in heart will see God.  What we see is not only determined by what is in front of our eyes, but also what is in our hearts and minds.  Every day we are either fitting or unfitting ourselves to see God.  Every day we are either coming nearer to Him or drifting further from Him.  Every day we are either more and more open to Him or more and more closed to Him.  

To see God means to enter into the fullness of knowledge of God.  It means to be done with the guessing and groping and to see and to know the truth.  

It also means to enter into the intimate fellowship of love.  The one’s whose heart has been cleansed by Jesus and by the Spirit of God, the one whose motives are pure and reaches out to the world without wondering what they will receive in return, the one whose love for their fellow man is unmixed with thoughts and desires of recognition will not only know God, but will be open to Him and His love for them.  They will enter into the full knowledge of God and know the truth of God and will then be able to share that truth with the people in their lives.  Then these people can begin to live in the knowledge of God and they will be blessed.

BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS FOR THEY WILL BE CALLED THE CHILDREN OF GOD.

For us peace is a negative word.  It means an absence of violence or the cessation of war and trouble.

For the Jews peace was a positive word.  It comes from the Hebrew word “shalom”.   Shalom means perfect welfare, serenity, prosperity, and happiness.  The greeting using the word shalom not only wishes a person freedom from trouble, but also wishes everything, which makes for their contentment and good.  For the Jew shalom is a condition of perfect and complete positive well-being.  

Shalom also means right personal relationships.  It describes fellowship, uninterrupted goodwill between people.  So, for the Jewish people shalom or peace is about happiness and well being of life, and perfection of human relationships.  

Jesus says in John’s Gospel, “Peace, I leave with you, my peace I give to you.”  

The people blessed are not the peace-lovers, but the peace-makers.  The one’s blessed are those who are willing to face difficulty, unpleasantness, unpopularity and even trouble in order to make peace.  The peace here is not the surface peace that comes from evading the issue.  The peace is the peace that comes from facing an issue and then being prepared to do whatever it takes to resolve the issue.  

So, if shalom, or peace means welfare and well being at their very best, then this Beatitude means that all those who do anything to increase the well-being and the welfare of the world are blessed.  Those who will do anything in the world to make life fuller, happier, and easier for others are truly serving God.

But, shalom goes even deeper when we look at through the meaning of right relationships.  Blessed is the one who produces right relationships between him and others.  We live in a world where divisions are not just among nations, but also among individuals.  The human heart is often the home of bitterness and an unforgiving spirit.  Jesus is the only one who can create the right relationship among people.  The Christian must work to build and restore right relationships between people.  Christian reconciliation has a Godward and a manward focus.  When Christians reach out to those separated by strife and bitterness the focus is about bringing people back together in unity, but when done through the love and guidance of God people are once introduced to the love of God through our actions. 

When we do the hard work of peacemaking in our community, our places of work, our homes, and even our churches then we shall be known as the children of God.  This carries the greatest promise because to be a child of God means that we will be acknowledged to be a child of God, we will receive the status of being a child of God.  

Really should read, “Sons of God.”  In Hebrew where there is no adjectives they called people as son of …  So Barnabas was the son of consolation meaning he was consoling, comforting; James and John were called the sons of thunder meaning they were stormy, thunderous (loud and boisterous) characters.  The last part of the name gave a word that described the character of the person.  So, to be Sons of God means that we are God-like; we are doing the work of God.  It means we are doing what God would be doing if He were walking this earth.  Wait am minute, come to think of it, that is exactly what THE SON OF GOD did.  He was God-like and went about helping to restore that right relationship between God and humanity and between people. 

Randy,

Attached is the sermon for Sunday.  In the beginning I do a recap of the justice theme from the first Sunday in Lent.  Then I do a little explanation of the Sermon on the Mount and the Beatitudes.   

If possible I would like the passage from Micha (6:8) on the screen at various times through the service.  Like during the offertory, or during "down" times.  I think you know what I mean.  I am going to ask the people to read Matt. 5:1-12 while the choir is coming down, but during scripture reading I am only going to read the three Beatitudes that we are going to talk about.  

We have made an adjustment to the screen. It is lower than it was.  I think about 16".   One thing that came to our attention this past week was that when we use a light background and white letters it is hard to read.  Please check and correct with colored letters or black outline if possible.  If this doesn't make sense let me know.

I really don't have any special backgrounds this week.  If you read through this and some come to mind that would be great.

Thanks.

MM

