YOU ANIMAL!

PSALM 23 (not on screen)

JOHN 10:11-18

Have you ever thought about what God was like?  When someone asks to tell them about God, what are the words you use?  In the Apostle’s Creed we say that God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  In the Lord’s Prayer we say, Our Father, who art in heaven.  But, what is God really like?  To what could we compare Him today?

When the psalmist looked back over his life and saw the times when he was closest to God, he saw a very vivid image of God.

                              Video

----------------READ PSALM 23-----------------

When the psalmist thought about God he thought back to his childhood and remembered the things he did for the sheep.  He made sure they had all they needed to live, he led them to still waters, he took them to green pastures, he led them down the right paths, and protected them when danger and even death was imminent.  

And so, as he thought about the God he served and followed these were the words that flowed from his heart and his pen.  These are the words of a person who has experienced both the closeness and the distance of God.  These are the words of a person who has sat at the table of God’s grace and feasted on the manna of God’s mercy.  These are the words of a person who has dwelt in the house of the Lord and in the wilderness of sin.  

And today when we look for comfort, when we face the uncertainties of life, when it seems as if we are about to be devoured by the tragedies of life, we turn to these words.  We turn to these words when we find ourselves in the wilderness of life and we know that if we can just hear God’s voice and follow that, He will lead us to a place where we will find still waters for our soul and green pastures for our spirit.  We will find a place where we have all we need.  We will find the house of the Lord.

After Jesus had healed the blind man on the Sabbath and the religious leaders begin to question and accuse Him, He told them they were blind and could not see the truth.  Then He tells them who He is and once again He uses the image of the shepherd.  

--------------READ JOHN 10:11-18--------------

He tells them He is the Good Shepherd.  The one who is willing to lay down His life for the sheep.  The one who will do whatever it takes to keep the sheep safe and secure.  He will reach out to wherever the sheep are to bring them back into the flock.  He is the one and only Good Shepherd.  And the difference is that the Good Shepherd loves the sheep and the hireling is only doing for the money.

We don’t know much about sheep in our culture, do we?  I mean it’s not like there are sheep farms all over Marshall County. I tried to think of a more familiar image to connect with this morning.  The first animal I thought of was a dog.  We all love dogs and at some time in our life have owned one or two.  Dogs are called man’s best friend.  They are there when we get home from work.  And unlike some people we know they are genuinely glad to see when you.  They wag their tail and jump into the air in the excitement of being noticed.  But, if turned loose in the wild they can learn to hunt and survive.  They can survive harsh climates when they have to.  They really don’t need us.

Then there are cats.  Some say dogs have owners, but cats have staff.  The cat sits on the back of your best sofa and looks at you like why have entered MY house when you come home.  For the most part they don’t even answer to their name, only to here kitty, kitty, kitty.  We know cats can survive in the wild.  Some of the most feared hunters are in the feline family.  The lion is called the king of the jungle.

Then there is the cow: one of the hardiest creatures on earth.  A cow can live in almost any environment and really takes very little upkeep.  Make sure they have grass in the summer and hay in the winter, and water year round.  Make sure the fences are in good shape and you have a pasture with cattle.  For the most part we don’t name our cattle.  Even if we did, I’m not sure they would come if we called.  We don’t go out and play fetch with them.  Sometimes we have to go out and herd them up, but that is because they don’t follow very well.

Then there is the horse, one of the most magnificent animals on earth.  As you can tell I am partial to the horse.  They are very useful.  They can be trained to do just about anything.  We use them to plow, to herd cattle, to entertain, and just to enjoy.  Once again for the most part they require very little attention.  A field of grass in the summer and hay in the winter and water and that’s about it.  We do name our horses, but most of the time they come to whistle or because they know it is time to be fed.  We put a saddle and bridle on them and ride them wherever we want to go.

But, with all these great animals there is none like a sheep.  A sheep needs constant attention.  It will wander off and get lost.  It will wade out into deep water and get so heavy that it will drown.  It will eat grasses that are poisonous and die.  It has very little, if any defenses.  And yet the psalmist looked at himself in terms of a sheep.  He was one who wandered off, he found himself in deep waters, he had feasted off the poisons of the world.  And yet, he said God was his shepherd.  God was the One who was there to find him, the One to keep him from drowning in the deep waters, and the One who showed him the difference between the poisons of the world and feast at God’s table of mercy and grace.

When Jesus was trying to explain His role and His mission, He said He was the Good Shepherd.  And the Good Shepherd was willing to lay down his life for the flock.  The hireling, or in this case the religious leaders, would run when real danger came.  He was willing to do whatever it took to make sure the flock had what it needed in order to find life.  

The truth of the resurrection is that God continually comes to us and leads us to the place where we can find the water of His grace and the food of His mercy.  In resurrection we are called to join the one flock of Jesus who laid down His life so that we may have life.

Too often we wander off and find ourselves in the deep waters of life, and feasting off the poisons of life.   That’s when the Good Shepherd comes and finds us and calls us back to the flock we will find the still waters, the green pastures and we will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

Attached is my sermon for Sunday.  It is about Jesus the Good Shepherd.  It uses analogies of other animals.  I was thinking about using a picture of Oddie and Garfield for the dog and cat.  The other animals, really don't have an idea, but you probably do.  Any way, thinking about using a movie for the scripture from John.  don't know how much trouble that is.  After reading this text me and let me know if possible, or will it be too much of a break in the sermon.  Don't have too, just a thought.  Need your thoughts and input.

Grace and Peace,
MM
