WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT?

JOHN 15: 1-8

In the early 80’s I was in school with a guy named Steve Martin.  We were both studying religion and planning on going straight to seminary after college.  He graduated a year before me and we lost touch.  Then about 14 years later I was went to work for 84 Lumber as an outside salesperson.  And lo and behold, who should be working there, but Steve Martin.  We talked about old times and what happened to our plans.  It seems his life had followed about the same path as mine.  

Then I transferred stores and eventually quit to pursue the ministry God called me to so many years ago.  And once again we lost touch.  The other day I was at Huntsville Hospital with Jean and her family and who should walk into the waiting room, but Steve Martin.  Once again we spent a few minutes catching up and sharing what was going on.  We exchanged contact information and went our own way.

In 2004 I went to be the Associate Pastor at Helena UMC.  The first Sunday I preached I looked out in the congregation and saw John Hughes.  He and I had worked together at 84 Lumber.  I had not seen or talked with him in five years.  Our friendship picked up where it left off and spent four years together in ministry.

Last year at annual conference, I was walking down the aisle and suddenly I heard a voice say, “It is all your fault.”  I turned around to see Sandra Annonio, a lady I had asked to work with our young people at Lesters Chapel, the first church I pastored.  I had not seen her in four years.  Then this past Feb. at Gatlinburg she was there with the youth from Lesters Chapel and could not believe how big Daniel had gotten.

But it seems that without some special day or special circumstance that is the way many of our relationships go. We keep up with each other when it is convenient or we see each other every day or week.  But, when we are apart we really don’t think much about them.

 In 1914 Woodrow Wilson signed into law a special day to remember and celebrate one of the most important relationships we have in this world.  It was the beginning of Mother’s Day.  A day when we take time to celebrate the special women in our lives and thank them for all they do.  I wonder sometimes if we would take time to recognize all these loving, Godly women do for us if not for this day.  

But long before this Jesus gave us instructions about a relationship that has eternal consequences.  He told us about a relationship that will make the difference, not only in our daily lives, but eternally.

-------------READ TEXT-----------

Jesus had gathered with the disciples.  He had washed their feet.  He had broken bread with them and told them one would betray Him and one would deny Him.  Then He had given the great discourse in chapter 14 where He tells them…  Then Thomas says they don’t know where He is going so how can they get there.  Jesus says I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except by Me.  Then He promises them the Holy Spirit.  Then He says let’s go.

As they are walking along they come to a vineyard with the vines growing outside the wall.  Jesus stops picks up one of the vines and says that he is the true vine and they are the branches.  The only way they can survive is to remain attached to Him.

Basically, he says look folks; it is not about all the rules and regulations.  It is not about keeping score or a record of who does this and who does that.  It is not about knowing all the words to the songs or liturgies.  It is ALL about relationship.  It is all about maintaining the relationship with me.  It is all about staying attached to me.  That is the only way you can grow and produce the fruit God wants you to produce.  You must stay in constant touch with me.

I believe that we all would agree on that.  The only to grow in our lives with Christ is to stay attached, or in constant touch with Him.  But, in this hectic, do all you can to keep your head about water world, how do we do that?  

There was a man who lived a little over 200 years ago.  His name was John Wesley and he began the Methodist denomination.  One thing he was concerned about was the fact that the teachings of Jesus did not seem to extend outside of the seminaries and the churches.  He would see people in church on Sunday and then acting like they had never heard the gospel on Monday.  He began to see that the one thing God really desired with us was a true and lasting relationship.  He said that the grace of God was the act of God reaching out and offering that relationship.  So, he began to ask himself how could one maintain this relationship.  How can we strengthen our daily relationship with God?  He looked at his relationships with his friends and how he maintained them.  He realized he talked with them daily, he ate with them, he listened to what they had to say, and he gave up things he wanted to do in order to be with them.  So, he took these same ideas and applied them to his relationship with God.

He called them the means of grace.  He said first we must want to enter into a relationship with Christ and we do that through Baptism.  From that moment on we have to be intentional about maintaining and strengthening that relationship.  We do that through talking with God (prayer), spending time with God (public and private worship), listening to what God has to say (reading scripture), sharing ideas and thoughts we have about and from God (Christian conversation),giving up some things we enjoy or want to do in order to spend time with God (fasting), and we take time to eat with God and share the meal that He ordained (Holy Communion).  

Our relationship with Jesus is just like our relationship with our friends.  If we don’t take time to strengthen it and nourish it, it will fade and pretty soon we will lose touch with the one true vine and we will wither and die.  


We even have two special holidays set aside to renew and remember our relationship with God; Christmas and Easter.  And for some that is the only two days they even think about this relationship.  But, in order to bear fruit for God we must be intentional about maintaining our connection with the one true vine, the vine that connects us all to the one true gardener.  Then we will grow and bloom and bear fruit in God’s garden for His honor and glory.  

Don’t let the busyness of life get in the way of your bearing fruit for God.

