GETTING DRESSED FOR WORK; 

WHAT TO WEAR????

EPHESIANS 4: 1-6
Men, do you know one of the fastest ways to make your wife mad?  I found out the hard way in the summer of 1989.  One of the fastest ways to make your wife mad is to lose your child.  Especially if this is your first child and she is only three years old.

It all happened when we were on vacation at Kim’s dads in Tampa.  We had gone to Bush Gardens for the day.  At the time we had two children, Chelsea was three and Caitlin was just over a year old.  Kim had gone to the restroom to change Caitlin and Chelsea and I were waiting next to play area in the park.  They had a tree house for the children to play in.

Now this was no ordinary tree house.  It was two or three stories tall.  It had rope tunnels connecting two or three tree houses.  It had everything to entice a young child.  Well, Chelsea asked if she could go and play in the tree house.  Of course I said yes.  I told her I would wait right there and be sure and come back in a few minutes and check in.  Well, we all know how that went.  She went to play, I sat down on a bench in the shade enjoying a few minutes of rest after walking all over the park.  

After a while Kim comes back from the restroom and asks where Chelsea is.  I tell her she is in the tree house having fun, sit down and rest a minute.  Well, a minute turns into five and she looks at me and says she has not seen Chelsea at all.  Then she looks at me with that look (you know what look I am talking about).  And tells me to go find our daughter.  So, what do I do?  I go into this tree house built for children under six and begin calling for Chelsea.  I crawl up a ladder, down a chute, across a rope bridge, all designed for little children calling for Chelsea.  

I was really getting worried, so I went back out and told Kim what had happened.  Needless to say she was not pleased with me at all.  We began to look all around the play area.  As we walked we called and called.  Still no answer.  After what seemed like an eternity we looked up and saw Chelsea walking with a security guard from the park.  It seems there were two entrances to this area and when Chelsea came out she went out the wrong entrance and couldn’t find us.  She was scared and she saw the security guard and went up to ask for help.  

Later we asked her how she knew to who to ask for help in such a big park where she didn’t know anyone.  She said that he had a uniform on and she knew he was a policeman and would help her.

There are many vocations where the people wear uniforms.  We can tell what they do by the clothes they wear.  Today we are going to begin the second part of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.  In the first part he told them what God has done for them (us) and gives us the ingredients belief focusing on God’s actions for us.  In the second part the focus shifts to what God expects from us, focuses on God’s instructions for our behavior.  The second half of the letter focuses on us.  

As it begins it outlines the uniform we should wear so the world will know our vocation.

-------------------READ SCRIPTURE-----------------

Paul begins this second part of his letter with an important word; therefore. I remember a preacher one time said that in Paul’s writings when you see the word therefore, you better stop and see what it is there for.  In this verse Paul is saying that because of what God has done, this is what we should do.  Because of God has given us His Spirit as a guarantee to all the promises He has made, because God has revealed His secret plan and brought us into His salvation, because God can do more through His power within us than we could ever hope for or imagine; we should do the following.  And the rest of His letter is telling us what to do with ALL that God has given us.

Normally I don’t get hung up on one word in a section of scripture.  But there are times, because of our preconceived understandings of particular words that it makes all the difference in the world.  Such is the case in the first verse of this section.  The New Living Translation and the New Revised Standard both use the phrase, “live a life worthy of your calling.”  The New King James uses the phrase, “walk worthy of your vocation.”  The problem comes from our understanding of the word “calling.”  Most of us think of particular careers when we hear the word calling.  We think that only pastors, teachers, youth leaders, children leaders are called.  When a person speaks of their calling most of the time they are talking about a time when they felt God calling to a specific job in a church related field. 

However, the word vocation has a much broader understanding.  When we hear the word vocation we think of something a person does in life.  The great theologian Freidrick Buechner said, “The vocation God has called you to is the place where your deepest passion and the needs of the world meet.”  He went on to say that, “The two criteria for the vocation God has called you to are; the one thing you most need to do and what the world most needs to have done.”
THE UNIFORM WE WEAR FOR OUR VOCATION:

The first thing we have is the shirt and pants of humility and gentleness.  Now, one thing I know is that your shirt and pants has to match.   A humble person is a gentle person and a gentle person is a humble person.  These two things go hand in hand.  Humility has to do with out attitude.  It is having the right attitude or perspective before God.  A humble person regards the needs of others more important than their own.  

If humility is an attitude; gentleness is the action that flows out of that attitude.  The word gentleness actually means power under control.  For power to be effective it must be restrained.  If our actions are buffered with gentleness our contact with others will likely not be harmful.  

The paradox of the Kingdom of God is that real power is found not in aggression, but in gentleness, not in boldness, but in humility.

Next we have to put on a belt.  So, we choose the belt of patience.  Patience is what holds humility and gentleness together.  Don’t want to pull it too tight, need a little breathing room.  Patience is tolerance in a relationship.  A patient person never gives up.  An impatient person or church doesn’t give the space and freedom needed for change and is frozen in time.  Patience is needed in order to assure the free movement of God within the body of the church.

Then we put on the shoes of peace.  Peace can diffuse a tense moment of potential conflict.  Too often we think of peace as the absence of conflict or war.  Peace is the atmosphere that us to function comfortably with one another.  Unless the church allows the free-flowing presence of God’s Spirit to bathe it with His peace then it will burn out as a result of it’s own function or inner conflict.

When we put all these together we have the uniform that God intends us to wear in order to live out our vocation.  And when people see us wearing the uniform of humility, gentleness, peace and patience they know we are unified in mission and purpose.  Nothing can destroy a church faster than disunity.  There are too many churches that are know more for their fighting than their faith, more for their discord than their disciples, more for their lust than their love.  They behave like the rest of the world.  I have said since the beginning of my ministry that there has to be a difference in the way a church handles conflict, and difficult situations than the way the rest of the world handles them.  But, too many times when you get different people moving in different directions at different speeds they rub each other the wrong way and conflict and friction arise.  And it is only when we are all wearing the uniform of our faith that these situations can be resolved and we can remain unified in our vocation.

When we know that our vocation is where our deepest passion which should be to introduce the world to the love of God through Jesus Christ, meets the greatest need of the world, to know and experience the love of God through Jesus Christ, then we can go out in unity and purpose to live out our vocation.  

So today and everyday, clothe yourself in the uniform of the vocation that can really change the world so that those who are lost in the tree houses and rope bridges of the world will know they can come to you to find the one true Heavenly Father.

