GOD’S FAMILY PLAN

EPHESIANS 5:21-6:4

Today I am going to read one of, if not the most controversial sections of scriptures in the Bible.  This text has been debated and talked about for centuries.  This is one of those texts that people who don’t read the Bible or know much about it seem to know and to quote whenever it suits their needs.

Before I read it I am going to ask that you listen, really listen to the entire sermon this morning.  Too often we have a tendency to hear one thing we don’t like or agree and immediately tune out the rest of what is being said.  I remember during my orientation at seminary a professor delivered the chapel message.  I don’t remember what he said, but at the very beginning he made a very controversial statement.  Then he went on to explain and talk about it.  It was a really good sermon.  But, after the service another student came up to me and said I can’t believe he said that.  He had missed the whole point of the message.  So, this morning I don’t want you to miss the point.  

Hear this morning the words written by Paul to the church at Ephesus, but meant for churches around the world, including ours.

-------------READ SCRIPTURE-------------------
One of the difficulties when you decide that you are going to deal with a book of the Bible is that you don’t get to pick and choose.  You can’t just pick the scriptures you like.  We could not effectively deal with Ephesians by just talking about God guaranteeing His promises with the Holy Spirit, or the fact that God wants to do more in us and through us than we could ever hope for or imagine.  If you are going to get the entire message God has for you, you have to deal with the entire message, even when you don’t want to.  

And let me tell you I did not want to deal with this passage in Ephesians.  But, no matter how hard I tried it kept coming back.  I would read the passage before it, then the passage after it, then the passage before and after that, but God kept calling me back to this passage.  

This passage is one of the most misquoted, misinterpreted, and misapplied passages in the entire Bible.  People, especially women have been kept in abusive, detrimental relationships because of the teachings done on this passage.  My own mother stayed in an abusive, alcoholic marriage for over 25 years because of what she was taught on this passage.  So, when I say I really didn’t want to deal with this you can bet I mean it, because it is a very personal passage for me.

Paul begins this section with the sentence that ALL the rest of this section relates to.  He says to submit yourselves to one another out of reverence for Christ.  Out of our love, respect, and because of what Christ has done for us we should submit ourselves to each other.  Then he hits the controversy.   He says that wives should submit themselves to their husbands, but he doesn’t stop there.  He goes on to say that husbands should love their wives just like Christ loves the church.  Husbands should love their wives just like they love their own bodies. 

What I would like to talk about this morning is the fact that we have trouble with one word in this text and that is the word submit.  We tend to think that to submit means to be a doormat and let people walk all over us.  We think of an submissive person as a milquetoast with no backbone.  In reality it takes more backbone, courage and assurance to be submissive than it does not to.  A submissive person is one who looks at the whole situation or community and puts the needs of others above their own.  They look out and see the needs of the body and put that above their own wants and desires.   

What Paul is saying is that we are all to look around and put the needs of others above our own.  We need to look out for the greater good instead of just what is best for us.  In this letter he focuses on the family and tells the women to put the needs of the family above her own, but he tells the husbands to do the same, by loving his wife with the same self-sacrificing love that Christ loved the church.  Be willing to put her needs above your wants and desires.

Then he tells the children to listen and obey the teachings of the parents.  But, parents don’t bully or belittle your children and cause them to be angry, but discipline and instruct in the ways of the Lord.

Paul tells us what a family that bases it’s life on the teachings of God looks like.  Each member puts the needs of the others above their own and they are instructed and led by the teachings of God.  

One of the greatest gifts God gives us family.  Not just our biological family, but also our family of faith.  Just like in our homes we should put others needs about our own, love each other with the same love God loves us, and teach our children in the ways of God, we should do the same in our church family.   

Think about a church where everybody looked out for the good of the body and not just their own special interests.  A church where people came together and instead of focusing on their own group or committee they looked at the needs of the entire community and did what was best for that community.  Think about a  church that loved each other with a love that they would lay down all they had for each other.  A church that loved the way Christ loved when it is said no greater love has one for another than he lay down his life for them.  Think about a church where the elders mingled with the children and taught them the stories of the Bible and the church.  Think about a church where the ones who had been in church all their lives taught the new comers what it means Biblically to be a member of the family of faith.  Think about a church where the people submitted themselves, loved each other and taught each other our of reverence for Christ.  That would be a true family of faith.

Yes, one of the greatest gifts God has given us is the gift of family, both biologically and spiritually.  Let me ask you this morning as we prepare to participate in Holy Communion to come to the dinner table of God, the Family dinner table where we come to not only to be fed spiritually, but also to be joined together in the family of God.

