IN THE ARMY NOW!!!

EPHESIANS 6:10-17
----------PAULY SHORE MOVIE “IN THE ------------------  ARMY NOW”-----------

This is one of those texts that we have all read and heard Sunday school lessons taught on, and sermons preached on.  We have quoted this passage to our children, our friends, and our fellow church members in times of struggles.  And most of the time we have focused on the parts of armor that Paul talks about in these verses.

--------------READ SCRIPTURE------------

When the first G.I.’s  of World War II reported for battle one of their pieces of equipment was a gas mask to protect themselves from mustard gas used in World War I.  However as the war began they realized that this was not a threat in battle.  So, one of the first pieces of equipment abandoned was the gas mask.  It has been said an enemy can be defined by the weapons used against them.  So, Paul gives us a list of weapons to fight against the enemy we face.

We are basically a peace-loving group of people.  We don’t like conflict and for the most part will do whatever it takes to avoid it.  We surely don’t like to think of living our lives as a battle.  But, that is the life we live.  We are constantly battling against the evils of this world.  Constantly there is a battle going on in our lives.  Paul says that our battle is not against flesh and blood, but against powers and principalities.  

LIST

He begins by talking about the belt of truth.  Jesus said Satan was the father of lies.  So, to combat the lies, we need to wear the belt of the truth of God.  

Then he says that we are to wear the body armor of righteousness.  The body armor, or breastplate, covered the torso and protected the soldiers vital organs.  This will guard us against the enemies use of unrighteousness to attack us.  This is to protect us from doubt and hatred that Satan often times uses to paralyze us.

Next, he says that we should put on the shoes of peace that come from the Good News.  People will never be changed unless they hear the Good News of the Gospel.  They cannot hear the Good News unless someone goes and tells them.  Without a good pair of shoes we cannot go.  The Good News gives us motive and message.  In Satan’s attempt to deceive us, he tells us there is no hope,  there is no way to reach the people, no reason to rejoice, no future to live for, no hell, no separation from God.  But, we share go and share good news to the world, even in the face of despair.

Take up the shield of faith.  Faith is what enables us to continue even in the face of Satan’s attacks.  His flaming arrows are the arrows of doubt.  And when they strike they burn with an all-consuming fire and will totally incapacitate us.  Faith contradicts doubt.  Faith is what enables us to stand opposed to even the most impossible situation and proclaim, “Never-the-less God!”

Then we have the helmet of salvation.  The brain maintains control of the entire body.  Encasing this vital area with salvation assures the protection and direction of our life.  

Take up the sword of the Spirit.  This is the life-changing Word of God.  It can be used as an offensive or a defensive weapon.  It can be used to deflect the attacks of the enemy.  Jesus used the Word of God to deflect the attacks of Satan in the wilderness.  It is written is our greatest defense against the attacks Satan brings to us everyday.  It can also be used to attack the lies.  The Word can penetrate and divide; it can correct our thoughts and attitudes.  But, like I said last week in dealing with submission, if it is not used with love and care it can also wreak havoc and destroy people.  

It is of vital importance that we not only understand teachings of God, but that we know what defenses God gives us and how to use them.  It is important that we know the enemy we face every day and how to stand against the lies, the deception, the false teachings, and the doubt that Satan attempts to use against us.  

But, did you notice that there is something missing.  We have no protection for our back.   Paul begins this section by saying stand firm.  Stand your ground; don’t retreat from the battles that you will have to fight.  The armor of God is to protect the front of our bodies.  In God’s army no one ever hears the call for retreat.  

Be prepared and then go into battle.  Too many times we get all dressed up and don’t go anywhere.  Too many times we have the armor, we might even put on the armor, but we never enter the battle.  Too many times we sit on the sidelines and watch as others fight the battle.  Oh, we prepare.  We gather and pray and worship, we study God’s word, we plan programs for the church, but when the sound of the battle call comes, we suddenly have more pressing responsibilities.  Our schedule is too full to allow for time to enter the battle.  God doesn’t have any Reserve troops.  We are all on Active duty.

When the Roman soldiers were being trained for battle they each were given a space they were to defend.  Then they were arranged in rows forming squares.  Then when they entered battle each soldier did exactly what he was trained to do.  So, as the army entered battle the area was fully protected and defended.  

For the most part the battles we face everyday are small battles.  The children don’t want to get up for school.  How will we respond?  The company shipped us the wrong thing, again.  We call and get put on hold.  When the young clerk answers, how do we talk to them?  Someone cuts us off or pulls out in front of us.  What do we do?  These might not be life altering situations, but are they?  Maybe not for us, but what about the others?  

Now, Satan would have us to believe that it’s not big deal.  It really doesn’t matter how we talk to folks, or how we drive, or even what our attitude is.  But, it does and we have to fight that battle everyday.  

Clothe yourself with the full armor of God.  Don’t retreat from the battle.  Stand firm and protect the space around your heart and soul.  When we all work together then we will see what Jesus meant when He said upon this rock I will build my church and the gates of hell will prevail against it.

