WHAT DO WE DO WITH JESUS?

MARK 8: 27-38
Several years ago there was a movie, “City of Angels” that starred Meg Ryan and Nicolas Cage.  He was an angel that had been sent to earth to watch over Meg Ryan.   In the end he decides to become mortal to be with her.  But, right at the end of the movie Meg Ryan is riding a bicycle and gets hit by an 18-wheeler and is killed.  The movie was supposed to end with Nicolas and Meg living happily ever after, but due to the decision to ride the bike on a busy road, Meg ends up dying and the movie ends wrong.

Every story has a turning point.  Every story we read has that place where the main character either does what is expected and the story ends right.  Or he or she does something totally unexpected and the story takes strange twist or ends wrong.

Today we come to the turning point in the Gospel of Mark.  Up to this point Jesus has been going about teaching, healing and calling His disciples.  His ministry has been building momentum with the crowds and stirring up dissension with the religious leaders.  Now, He comes to that point in the story where He has to let His disciples it is time to change directions, both physically and spiritually.  He has been in and around Galilee and now physically He begins to lead the disciples to Jerusalem.  It is also time to move from strictly a healing, teaching ministry to a ministry that will lead to His ultimate destiny- Calvary.

---------------------READ SCRIPTURE------------------

Last week we gathered on the Sunday after the first Saturday of college football.  Now, this week professional football began.  Over the past few years there is a new phenomenon that is sweeping the nation.  It is called fantasy football.  

Now my understanding of fantasy football is a person examines the stats of a player and recruits what he or she thinks will be the ultimate football team.  The team scores points based on the way the players on their team perform in the real games.  If a player is injured in a game then they are off the fantasy team until they are able to play again.  The object of course is to put together the best team you can from all the players in the NFL.

As the disciples and Jesus journey they come to a place and Jesus looks around and basically asks them, what are the people saying about me.  After all I have taught and done, what is the general consensus about me? 

Then after the answers, Jesus asks His disciples the most important question He has ever asked.  Who do you say that I am?  Immediately Peter steps up and says that He is the Messiah.  He is the one they had been waiting for.  He was to one to free Israel from the Roman Empire.  He was the one who would restore David’s throne and in the process restore Israel to it’s former glory.  

Jesus begins to tell them what being the Messiah is all about, and it was not what Peter wanted to hear.  How can you possibly be the great deliverer and end up suffering and dieing?  How can you restore Israel if you are going to be arrested and put to death?  This is not how the story is supposed to end.  This is the great turning point in Mark.  

Then Jesus rebukes Peter and begins to tell the group that if they are going to be on His team then they have to take up their cross and follow Him.  In order to be one of His players they have to deny themselves, they have to lose their lives in order to gain it.  In other words they have to completely change the way they look at life.

My question today is; based on the Gospel of Mark up to this point, what would you do with Jesus.  Would you choose Jesus to be on your coach, or better yet, would you choose to be on Jesus’ team?  If you were going to build your fantasy team, in terms of religion, would you choose Jesus?

Up to this point in the story Jesus looked like a top-notch recruit.  He has come to one of the greatest coaches this world has ever known, John the Baptist, and received his blessing and baptism.   He had survived the forty-day training camp in the wilderness.  He had cast demons out on opponents home field.  He had made sure his friends had food and clothing.  He taught all the right plays and knew just when to hand the ball off or pass it to His tight end.  He knew the history of the game better than any person around and could tell you about all the great players like Abraham, Sarah, Moses, Esther, Solomon, David.  And the direction He was taking His team was sure to win the ultimate championship; freedom.

And then suddenly He seems to change the playbook.  He begins talking about suffering and dying.  He begins to talk to them about taking up a cross and giving up their lives.  Up to this point He was the number one candidate for coach of the year, but now, who knows?  What are we going to do with Jesus?

We like the healing, story telling, feeding, and loving everybody Jesus.  But what about this Jesus who talks about suffering and dieing?  What about this Jesus who talks about picking up a cross and carrying it?  Now, He is not talking about one of our pretty little crosses we wear around our necks or hang on our wall.  He was talking about the cruelest, most humiliating, most feared form of death ever devised.  It has been said Rome did not invent torture; they merely perfected it in crucifixion.  

We love to quote Peter’s answer in our affirmations and our songs.  Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.  But what about Jesus’ response to that affirmation where basically He says that if you truly believe that and want to be a part of my team you must be willing to pick up an old rugged, blood-stained cross and follow me on the way and many times that way will lead to a hill called Calvary where we will be called on to suffer the humiliation and cruelty of this world for the sake of the Gospel.

What are you going to do with Jesus?

