IT TAKES A LIFETIME

MARK 9: 38-50

There were two weeks I dreaded every semester while in seminary.  Believe it or not they were not the first week of each semester.  They were not the weeks of midterms or finals.  They were the weeks before these exams.  Now, I know that sounds strange, but let me explain.

The first class of each semester the professor would hand out a syllabus.  On these syllabi would be the assignments for each week, along with the required reading and the general topics that the professor would cover during that class.  The problem was that by the end of the second week the professor would be behind the syllabus.  

As we went through the class the discussion would invariably take a direction that the professor did not anticipate and we would not get all the information covered.  So, the next week we would start where we left off and we would steadily get further and further behind.  

Then would come the week before the exam and the professor would realize that we still had a lot to cover prior to testing.  He or she would have the exam made out and they were bound and determined to cover the material and not change the test.  So, in many classes we would cover two or three week’s worth of stuff in one class. Or they would just hit the highlights and move through the required material.  This was both good and bad.

It was good because we knew that if they mentioned it during the last class it was a very good chance we needed to know it for the exam.  It was bad because it did not leave any time for discussion or explanation.

Sometimes when I read the text for a sermon, I get the feeling that the authors had the same experience.  It seems as if they reached a point in the life of Jesus and knew there were several things they needed to share and were running out of time.  So it seems sometimes like they lump several teachings of Jesus into one section without a lot of explanation or discussion.  

While reading the section of scripture we have this morning that is the feeling I got.  Listen to some of the hardest teachings to understand and explain this morning.

-----------------------READ SCRIPTURE---------------------

I would love to be able to stand here this morning and explain each of these instructions given by Jesus.  But, the truth is these are some difficult sayings we have given by Jesus as He journeys with the disciples.  The way they are written it seems as if the author realized where he was in the story of Jesus and thought about all of the teachings given and lumped these teachings together without a lot of explanation.    

How can you possibly explain about a group of people who have heard the teachings of Jesus and seen His acceptance of people tell someone not to heal or teach just because they were not part of the inner circle.  How can you explain the teachings about cutting of one’s hand, foot, or gouging out one’s eye if it causes you to sin?  What about this idea of being purified by fire?  Or the idea of being salty?  To be honest I am not sure I can do that.  But, one thing I do know.  This is not so much about cutting off our hands or feet, it is not so much about being mean and ugly to someone who worships different than we do, or is not in our group.  This is not so much about having a salty attitude, or about being thrown into the sea with a millstone around our necks.  This is about a lifestyle.

-------------READ ARTICLE-------------

I guess the point is that it takes longer than seven minutes to get ready for Jesus.   It takes longer than one worship service or one sermon to learn all the lessons that Jesus taught.  It longer than an hour a week to begin to live the life Jesus called His disciples to live and continues to call us to live.

IT TAKES A LIFETIME!!!!!!

It takes a lifetime of commitment to include and accept those who worship different than we do.  It takes a lifetime to work on the things that continually come between us and God.  It takes a lifetime to become salt that can season our world with the love of God.  Living the Christian life is not just a one-hour a week commitment.  It is a commitment of a lifetime.

The promise of the gospel is not imitation, but implantation. The promise of the gospel is not that you can imitate Christ. The promise of the gospel is that the spirit of Christ can be so implanted in your life that you begin to share a life together.

Sometimes the teachings of Jesus come at us at break-neck speed.  And we think there is no way we can learn them all.  The beauty is that we don’t have to learn them in one hour.  We have a lifetime to learn and commit to Jesus and we have the promise that if we do that then we will become the salt that can change the world.

