MARK 10: 17-31

I: READ SCRIPTURE

THOUGHTS ON SCRIPTURE:

Young man comes to Jesus and asks what he must do.

Jesus addresses the commandments

The young man has done all these things

Then Jesus tells him that he has to sell all he has, give to the poor and come and follow Him.

The man goes away sad, because he had much.

Jesus says that entering the Kingdom of God is very hard.

Jesus then tells them the story about the camel going through the eye of the needle.

Looking from the perspective of the day the disciples ask a very legitimate question: “Who can enter the Kingdom of God?”
Many times we are like the disciples.  We look at Kingdom teachings and understandings from the perspective of the world instead of hearing Jesus’ invitation to become a part of the Kingdom of God.

I have told the stories of growing up as a member of Faye McCormick’s house and the things that were expected.  And the fact that one of those things was that we would be in church.
As a young child I learned the rules of going to church: don’t talk during the service, don’t run in the building, always dress your best and be on your best behavior.  

I also learned the order of worship.  I knew when to stand up and when to sit down.  I learned when to bow my head and close my eyes.  I learned that you didn’t make change from the offering plate.  I learned how to do church.  That was easy.

The young man who came to Jesus had learned the rules.  He knew how to act and how to treat others.  He had kept the commandments.  He had obeyed the rules.

And yet, Jesus calls him to do more.  He calls him to turn his back on everything he had worked hard for and follow Him.  Jesus called him to spend time with Him and learn what it means t be a part of what God is doing in the world.  

And He doesn’t mince words.  He looks at His disciples and sees the look on their face.  After all He just let one of the “Good people” go and didn’t try to stop him.  And then Jesus says, look being a part of what God is doing in this world is hard.  God never promises a rose garden.  

Too many times when we talk to people about being a part of the Kingdom of God we make it sound so easy.  We say just have faith and that is all it is all it takes. 

In reality, being a part of the Kingdom of God is hard work.  It is easy to do what we want to do.  It is easy to go where we want to go and hang out with people we want to hang out with.  But the hard part is doing what God calls us to do, being what God calls us to be, and going where God calls us to go.

Being a part of the Kingdom of God requires that we live in a new reality; a reality that is completely different from the world.  Being a part of the Kingdom of God means that we look past the rules and we look past the understandings of this world and follow Jesus on the Way.  

That is the ultimate call.  Not to play church.  Not to keep all the rules.  The call is that we imitate the person and teachings of Jesus and follow Him on the Way.  This what makes being a part of the Kingdom of God so hard. When we follow Jesus on the way we find ourselves surrounded by those who are hurting and suffering.  When we follow Jesus on the way we find ourselves surrounded by those who society says are not worthy of love and acceptance.  When we follow Jesus on the way we find ourselves on a course that leads to Calvary.  When we follow Jesus on the way we find ourselves living a life in a new reality.  A reality that calls us to be different from the world.  

The young man came running up to Jesus and asks Him what can he do to inherit eternal life.  Jesus looks at him and loves him.  Then calls him to live life in the reality of the Kingdom of God and follow Him on the way.  

Jesus stands on the threshold of Heaven this morning looking down and loving each and every one of us.  Then He calls us to live life in the reality of the Kingdom of Heaven and follow Him on the way.  He says it is hard.  It is not an easy path to follow, but the promise is that all who become a part of what God is doing in this world, and follows Him on the way will not travel alone and will inherit eternal life.  

Are you following the rules this morning?  Are you playing church?  Are you a good church member, spending more time learning the rules of the church than the hearing and learning the teachings of Jesus?  Today Jesus calls you to get rid of all that baggage and come and follow Him on the Way.

