YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED:

MARK 10: 17-31

READ SCRIPTURE

VERY FAMILIAR STORY

HEARD SERMONS PREACHED


Put your trust in God not in the things of this world


The security of God verses the security of this world


Sermons that try to explain that camel and eye of the needle thing

To be honest yesterday I had made notes for a sermon that was about following the rules or following Jesus.

But over night and this morning God called me back to what has been on my mind ALL week: The invitation of Jesus.

HOW DO YOU GET SOMEONE TO COME OR BE A PART OF SOMETHING?

 You send them an invitation 

This invitation can be written or verbal

Then it is up to that person whether or not they attend

THE WORLD IN WHICH JESUS LIVED:

If you lived your life right- God would bless you

If you followed the commandments- Life would be good

Money, possessions, and health were a sign that you were doing what God wanted you to do

Being poor and sick was a sign of God’s punishment for something you or your family had done wrong.

So, a man comes to Jesus and asks what he had to do to inherit eternal life.  A very basic question.

Jesus asks him about the commandments

The mans says he has kept all of them

Then Jesus issues THE INVITATION

 He says to sell all that he has and give to the poor and follow him.

The man goes away sad, because he has much.

By all indications the man had lived a good life.

By the word’s standards this was a good man and would have made a good church member 

But, Jesus’ invitation was to get rid of all his stuff and follow Him.

Jesus’ invitation is about looking at life from a new perspective.

From the very beginning of His ministry Jesus invited people to look at life from a new perspective.

He begins his ministry walking along the Sea of Galilee and says repent, believe the good news because the Kingdom of God has drawn near to you.

REPENT- a decision on our part to not continue doing something we are doing.  A turning from some behavior.

But it is more than that:  repentance is about living life from a new perspective.  Seeing people the way God sees people and then doing everything we can to bring them into the Kingdom of God.

The rich young man had kept the rules.  In the eyes of the world he had done everything right.

Matter of fact; the disciples even looked at Jesus and asked if this man can’t get into the Kingdom of Heaven then who can.

Jesus says it is hard to enter the Kingdom of God because to enter we must begin to look at things from God’s perspective.  

We have to quit worrying about what the world thinks.

We have to quit measuring ourselves by the world’s standards.

We have to do what God calls us to do.

We have to go where God calls us to go.

We have to be what God calls us to be.

And that’s hard work.

It is easy to do what we want to do.

It is easy to be what we want to be.

It is easy to go where we want to go. 

It is easy to hang out with people we want to hang out with.

So today you are cordially invited to:

REPENT- look at things from God’s perspective

BELIEVE- the good news that with God all things are possible

FOLLOW- Jesus on the WAY; be a part of what God is doing in this world

And be a part of the Kingdom of God.

And the decision is yours as to whether or not you will accept this invitation or go be like the young man in the story today and go away sad because the world has said you have enough.

