OK, Not sure of a title yet, and I wouldn't really work on it yet, you
know me 
:) ....

The Church at Laodicea

Rev. 3"14-22 English standard version

We know Revelation was written by John while he was in exile. Jesus
talks 
about 7 churches, he talks about the Church in Laodicea last and he has 
NOTHING good to say about them. All of the other churches he at least
gave on 
compliment to, NOT this church!

Background:
Laodicea was probably a more wealthy city. They were an agricultural
city with 
sheep and even dealt in black garments. They were a medical city with a 
medical school which probably focused on eyes and perhaps ears.


Ok, so the only way I know to this is go line by line.

V14- Jesus is saying, I was and I still am. I have been here all along

V15-16. - Physical, literal aspects of the hot and cold aspects.
Laodicea was between Hierapolis and Colosse. Laodicea did not have water

around it's city so water came to the people through aqua ducts. By the
time the hot water from Heirapolis and the cool waters from Colosse the
water was luke warm. Laodiceans would have gotten this message right off
the bat. Now, Hierapolis had hot Springs, in fact many people came from
all over to bath and drink the hot Spring water. There was also a
thermal spa in the area. The water in Colosse was very cool and
refreshing. This water would have been great to quench someone's thirst.
So, the hot water had healing and rejuvenating purposes and the cool
water could quench your thirst but there isn't really a purpose for luke
warm water. 

(think of it as coffee, milk?...) Luke warm  no good

Many times when Jesus spoke there was a literal physical explanation,
with a deeper meaning hidden. When Jesus is talking abut being luke warm
the people would have gotten it,  but perhaps there was a larger problem
here - The church had no purpose.

V16. The word "spit" actually translates closer to the word "vomit" in
our language. Very graphic. The word was emesai in Greek. Jesus didn't
want to just spit them out he wanted to vomit them. They were defiling
something in them could not correlate with Jesus - it had to come back
up.

V17. You say, "I have it all!!" I am rich I have arrived I have made it.
I have no needs - I'm good - complacency - little do you know you have
nothing- "wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked." - And you don't
even know it.

V18. Let me tell you what you need to do
1. buy from gold refined by fire

Talk about the refining process

2. trade in your black garments for white garments - talk about what
white garments means

3. Put salve in your eyes so you can see.
(They would have understood this because they had the medical school and
focused on ophthalmology. Jesus says you should get some of that salve
and put it in yoru eyes so you could see- truly see!

V19. Those whom I love I reprimand - so repent - I love you

Vs.20-21- "Behold. I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, And he
with me."  
I wil grant him to sit with me on the throne


Jesus saves the harshest criticism for the church at Laodicea, in fact,
he has NOTHING good to say about them - however - he offers them the
greatest invitation of any of the previous churches. He tells them he
will come in and eat - a conversation - He wil not push himself on
anyone - this was not so much a personal request this was written to the
church.

Recap -
Laodicea was a more wealthy church, but their money didn't help them it
hurt them. They said they had it all and Jesus says they have nothing -
He would like to vomit them "get over yourselves!" 3 things he tells
them - refine your self, wear white garments and put salve in our eyes
to open them.

I recommend - the refining process, nothing nice about it, but what you
are left with is pure, reading the red letters of your Bible. 

(We are in the best place for service - nursing home, behavioral center,
and school all with in about a mile of here. Jesus says you don't even
see, ou are complacent. You say "We have arrived, we have about the
right amount of empty and filled seats on Sunday morning, our balance is
close to being balanced and we take care of our own when something
happens. And Jesus says get over yourselves. This is not a statement for
guilt, or to form another committee to discuss "how" we can help those
around us - this is the gospel. Get over yourself and put some salve in
your eyes so you can see.) Not sure if I will go here....

Jesus says I stand at the door and knock, I will eat with you you can
sit with me but you have to let me in

This is what I have so far..

Thanks,
Audra

