Matters of the Heart

The Calling

At 5:50 last Sunday morning, I awoke to God giving the word for today.   In no uncertain words, I received, “Matters of the Heart”.  Then He began to pour thoughts in my head and my heart and I realized this meant get up and start putting down the things that He wanted me to present today.  My immediate sleepy thoughts were “but God, it’s not even 6:00 yet and it’s Sunday”.

The Calling of the First Disciples

Matthew 4:18-22

 18As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 20At once they left their nets and followed him.  21Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

The Calling of Matthew

Matthew 9:9

 9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.

How many times have you heard that “little voice” or had that urge or calling that continued to pass through your mind fairly often.  But, then you dismiss it and go about your daily routine not giving it another thought until something brings it back across your thoughts only for you to pass it off again.  (VIDEO CLIP)
Have you ever noticed how children will pull on an adult’s shirt tail trying to get their attention to look at something or just stop a minute to hear what they have to say? So many times, God is tugging on our shirt-tail for us just to take time to listen to His voice, to “be still and know”.  Just as God called Moses out of the burning bush, he is calling each of us to follow him, “to make fishers” of men (women and children, too) even though his calling to us is not quite as unique as was Moses’.

Grant had just turned a year old in March, Randy and I had not been back in church very long. I had left the church for almost four years and we had decided when Grant was born that we would return to church because we wanted our child grounded in the faith and to be raised in church.  That May of 1992, as we left Sunday service, there was a feeling on my heart, “a desire” that I just couldn’t describe.  We headed home and ate lunch with Jack, Linda and Memma.  As we were finishing lunch, I told Randy that I thought that I would like to help with the youth at church.  Now mind you it was not accepted well at first discussion with the grandparents.  I was a little discouraged at the lack of enthusiasm from Randy’s family, but you must I realize that I live with an “encourager”, a “positive” encourager who told me if that’s what I felt I should do, then do it.

The next Sunday, Brother Frank Ellison made a point to catch me after the service and said, “The youth need a pianist to help with youth choir, would you be interested?” not long after that Kerry Smith, who was youth minister at that time asked if I could help her out with the youth.  Now you think that don’t get your attention.   Affirmation!  God had basically affirmed what I had felt in my heart.  That “little voice” had become a loud boom box.  I received this as such an urge in my life to “do something”, a feeling unlike any that I had ever experienced before.

Sometimes when we do receive “the calling”, we have reasons (excuses) that we “can’t or won’t” do a ministry to which we are called.  But just as God proved this to Moses, he enables us to do everything in “His power” not our own.  Just as Moses knew that he was unable to speak effectively, God told him to use Aaron to deliver the message to Pharaoh but in the end Moses was the capable leader for which God had called. God gave Moses the tools, the instruments to be “effective”.  But the greatest thing was God let Moses know that he was not alone in this, God would be there through all of this. The word vocation is derived from the Latin word Vocare, which means, "to call." God can and does call us at different stages in our lives. For some people, the call is very clear and there is no question about following it. Simon, Andrew, James and John did not hesitate to drop their nets and follow Jesus and scripture says Matthew got up and followed Him, leaving the lives and the work that they knew well. They didn’t argue or make excuses, really if you look at this scripture, it says at once they left their nets, immediately they left the boat and followed him.  Do you think they had any idea who this person was that bidding them to follow, after all it says that Jesus was just walking by?  What inspired them to “get up” and follow this stranger.

If we answer God’s call, and start doing the thing it is that He asks of us, that don’t mean that God is going to be like a great puppet-master sitting up in heaven pulling the strings and making us dance around. God's call is not so clear and it takes a while to discern just what we are being called to do.  Wouldn’t it be great if there was “caller id” on every message that God sent so that we could recognize the message was from Him?  Or wouldn’t it be great if He could send an email or text message so that without a doubt we knew it was God and just exactly what He expected of us.  How likely is it for us to be compliant instead of complacent if there was no doubt God was speaking to us?  This is where we have to start listening and learning personally who God is.  You see, sometimes God’s calling comes through the voice of someone else, like the pastor asking you to help with a ministry, your child asking you to help with something at church or someone asking you to help with a mission project.  It’s not always going to be a “Moses and the burning bush” moment.

When you accept the call that God puts upon your life, you can be assured that it’s not always going to be easy, sometimes you’re going to get your hands dirty and many times you are going to wonder “what were you thinking God?”  There are going to be times that you get discouraged and you want to quit, times you want to run away, and times when you wonder why you are doing what you are doing and just sometimes you loose focus. There are also times where you wonder “Was that really God calling me?”  Many people’s thinking is if they answer the call of God, it’s supposed to be easy and when it gets harder, they begin to question if this was really their calling.  Think about Paul, when he answered his calling, he spent so much time in prison for the cause of Christ, his was not an easy ministry but still touches lives today through scripture.

If we want to recognize the Divine call in our lives, we must first pay attention.

A second key to recognizing God's call, and one that is closely linked to the first, is to listen to other people.
Thirdly, when attempting to discern whether God is calling you to act, pray about it.
Finally, know also that sometimes God calls us out of our comfort zone. When we follow God's call, we can be assured that God will guide us every step of the way. God asks us to step into the unknown and do things that require courage and faith on our part.  He also requires a commitment to that which we are called; sometimes this is where we get off track.  When we commit to His bidding, this means we serve in God’s time and manner, not our own.  So many areas of ministry are weak because of the lack of commitment.  

For some of us, God has called us for a while; He’s called our names continuously. Have you taken the time to hear it? Can you hear it?  Will you hear it?  Have you answered his call with “Here I am send me” or will you continue to close the door and say no one’s home?  The awesome thing is when you do answer His call is amazingly how full He can and will fill your life. Listen to your life and your heart .
