WHAT IS TRUTH?

JOHN 18:33-38a 

WHY DID JESUS COME?  (wait for response)

According to the writings of Paul Jesus came to be the sacrifice for our sins.  When Paul was writing to the churches of the first century he referenced everything Jesus did and said to the cross.  For Paul Jesus came to offer the final and perfect sacrifice for our sins.

According to Matthew, who was writing to a mainly Jewish audience, Jesus came to offer reconciliation to the world.

According to Mark, who was writing to a mainly Gentile audience, Jesus came to show us how to live in the ever present reality of the Kingdom of God.

According to Luke, who was writing to an audience of the rich and famous of his day, Jesus came to open the Kingdom of God to everyone.

READ TEXT

Today we read why Jesus came according to the book of John.  Jesus came to bear witness to the truth.  

One thing I learned in seminary was if we only look at one story, or if we combine all the stories to make one, then we have a snapshot, but if we let each author tell their story, then we get a portrait of Jesus’ life with all the depth, shading and strokes of a masterpiece that only God can paint.

We see and believe what Paul says about the life of Jesus.  We know, and believe that Jesus came and died on the cross to offer the final and perfect sacrifice for our sins.  We know and believe that without this sacrifice we could not be saved.  Salvation comes through the precious blood of Christ that was shed on Calvary.

We also know that a large portion of Jesus’ teachings were about what God was doing to reconcile a sinful world to himself.   We know and believe that Jesus came proclaiming that the Kingdom of God has drawn near and we could live in that reality every day of our lives.  We also know that the Kingdom of God is open to all who believe regardless of race, creed, or social status.  

But too often we ask ourselves the same question Pilate asked on that day in Jerusalem.   We hear the teachings.  We study the scriptures.  We sing the songs.  We recite the liturgy.  We hear sermons that are obviously meant for somebody else.  Then we look in our hearts and ask, what is truth.

-STORY OF BURNT PAPER IN BOTTOM OF STOVE

Too often we are just like my brother was.  We hear the questions.  We hear the world screaming up for somebody to tell them something.  Then in an effort to be politically correct and not want to hurt anybodies feelings, we tell them something.  We tell them something that sounds nice, we tell them something that is easy, we tell them what they want to hear.

When the truth is: the only place to find real truth is right here.  The only place to find real truth is in God’s Holy Word.  This is the only book that will tell us the real truth.  It is only through hearing and studying God’s Word that we can know the truth He has for each of us.

I believe that it is the basic underlying truth that runs from the very beginning of the first chapter of Genesis all the way through the final chapter of the book of Revelation.

From the very beginning of creation God has reached out to His creation desiring and offering a living loving relationship with them.  God intentionally created Adam and Eve in order to have a relationship with His creation.

God led Abraham and Sarah to land and gave them this land for them to live on and have a relationship with Him.  He led the children of Israel out of bondage in Egypt to the Promised Land in order to reach out and have a relationship with them.  Through the prophets He spoke His word to His chosen people explaining that He wanted to be in a covenant relationship with them.

Then in the fullness of time, when everything was just right; roads were built so people could travel from city to city; there was a common language so people could understand each other, when everything was just right, God sent His one and only Son.  Why?  Because God so loved the world, God wanted a relationship with us so bad, that whoever believes in Him, whoever accepts the invitation to the relationship, will not perish, but have everlasting life, will never be separated from this relationship with God.

Jesus came into this world for this purpose; that He may bear witness to the truth.  The truth that from the very beginning of history God has offered over and over again a way for us to live in relationship with Him.  Then after generation upon generation rejecting this relationship God sent His Son who came to offer reconciliation between us and God, who came to proclaim that the Kingdom of God can be an ever-present reality in our lives, and that the Kingdom of God is open to everyone who believes.  The way this was done was for this one and only Son to offer the final and perfect sacrifice on the cross on that hill called Calvary.  It was there that sin was defeated once and for all.  

Today is Christ the King Sunday.  The last Sunday of the Christian year.  The Sunday we take and look back over the past year and ask ourselves, have we let Christ be King of our lives.  Have we heard and believed the one and only truth that will set us free from sin and bondage?  It is only when we believe and accept this truth, the truth that Jesus came and bore witness to, the truth that Jesus is the way the truth and the life and no one can come into that relationship with God except through Him, that we can live in that living, loving, life changing relationship God so desperately desires with each one of us.  

Here is the sermon for tomorrow.  I would like one slide focusing on Christ the King Sunday to be up through the sermon.  

We are having Communion, so we need the slide that we used with Jesus holding the bread and looking out.  It is the one we used for Maundy Thursday last year.  I think we have used it a couple of times since then.

