THE DAY JESUS WAS TEMPORARILY MISPLACED

LUKE 2: 41-52

I want to start out this morning by dispelling a vicious rumor about your pastor.  It seems that somebody started saying that I got lost Christmas Eve delivering lunches to people.  Well, I have been lost before and it didn’t look anything like where we were Saturday.  We were not lost, just temporarily misplaced.

Ever been there?  Not really lost, just seemingly misplaced.   There was a time when Jesus was temporarily misplaced.  He knew where He was, but those closest to Him had no idea where He had gone and what He was doing.

Hear this very familiar story about the one event recorded about the childhood of Jesus.

------------------------READ SCRIPTURE---------------------

We tend to romanticize Jesus’ childhood.  We picture the sweet, quiet, serene picture of the manger and dismiss the cold, damp, smelly, noisy cave in which Jesus born.  We also picture quaint remote village of Nazareth and of a typical American family, 2 parents, 2.5 kids, a car in every garage and a chicken in every pot.  We forget that most people lived day to day and had no guarantee of a meal on the table.

We would do well not to romanticize Jerusalem. It was a "noisy, dirty, and smelly" city. Gehenna, the town garbage dump, was right outside the city gates. Refuse fires probably filled the city with a terrible stench. Gehenna was also the home of many of the town's lepers. It was not a pleasant place to visit. Still, the journey was exciting. After all, Nazareth was such a small community and rather backward. It was an "other side of the tracks" type town.  The route Mary, Joseph, and Jesus took to Jerusalem went through cosmopolitan, pagan, Greek areas. Along the way, Jesus was probably exposed to the pagan lifestyles and rituals, and to many statues of Greek gods. People from all over the known world thronged Jerusalem at this time, so Jesus was also exposed to many different languages, customs, and modes of dress. And because Jerusalem was then, as it is now, a hot-bed of political intrigue, there were apt to be eruptions of rioting and tight security. 

And then there was the temple itself; the center of all Judaism. It was a strange and exciting time for Jesus. It was a very proud time for Mary and Joseph.

We don’t know much about the childhood of Jesus.  What we have is the three main events of a family, after the birth of a child recorded.  We have the record of Mary and Joseph taking Jesus to the temple when He was eight days old for circumcision.  We have the story of His beginning His beginning His ministry at age 30.  And we have the story of His first trip to the temple at age 12.

All three of these are important times in the life of Jewish boy.  At eight days they were taken to the temple to fulfill the purity rights of a woman who had had a baby and for the baby to be circumcised according to Jewish law.  It is believed that a young man worked with his father until the age of 30 and then would begin his own business or work.  And at age 12 was the time when a young boy became a man and they were taken to the temple to celebrate that.  This sacred event marks the transition from boyhood to adulthood. The celebration of the teenage years is a relatively recent occurrence. In ancient times you moved directly from childhood to being adult. The idea of teenage rebellion was absurd.

But this story is about more than just an exciting time in the life of Jesus, or a proud moment in the life of Mary and Joseph.  This story is about more than a trip to a big city for a small country boy, or keeping another religious law.  I think there are at least two important lessons we can learn from this story.  The first is it shows the importance of parents teaching their children about the faith they live and participate in.  Luke presents the home and temple as formative institutions in the development of Jesus. At every point the Law of Moses was kept; circumcision, Mary's purification and Jesus' dedication, and now the family's annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem for Passover.

As parents and adults we have to instruct our children and young people in the life of the church, so they will know the answers and directions when life comes at them fast and hard, and they won’t wind up temporarily misplaced.

This story is not just instructions to the parents about the importance of teaching their children the faith of God.  It is also a story to the young people.  Jesus was temporarily misplaced from His family, but He was not lost.  When they found Him, His only reply was why were you worried, did you not know I would be here, in my Father’s house, and about my Father’s business.   Even at 12 years old, He was busy on the mission and life God had sent Him to live.  He was about His Father’s business.

We all face choices in our lives.  We decide how we will spend our days at school, at work, on the football, baseball, soccer field, or the basketball or volleyball court.  We have to decide will we be about our Father’s business or will be about our business.  When Jesus was given the choice, He went about His Father’s business and kept on taking care of that business until the day He died on the cross and said those famous words: “It is finished.”  The business for which He was sent was done.  He had taught and empowered the disciples.  He had healed the sick, raised the dead, made the lame to walk, the blind to see, the deaf to hear and showed us how to live in harmony with God and each other.  And now all was finished.  The business was done.  

I have said before you are never too young to be in mission and ministry.  You are never too young to be about the Father’s business.  We are never too young to help others see the message God has for their lives.  And once we start we are called to be about the Father’s business for the rest of our lives.

Thursday, I found myself temporarily misplaced.  When Jesus was twelve years old His parents thought Him to be temporarily misplaced.  The truth is neither one of us were misplaced.  We were both about the Father’s business, just like we are all called to be.  The only way young people can know what that means is by parents taking time to teach and instruct them in the life of faith.  And young people when you are faced with a choice which will you choose; your business or God’s.  Don’t find yourself permanently lost in the procession of life that leads away from the place of God. 

