THE DRINK THAT MAKES ALL THINGS NEW

JOHN 4: 13-14

REVELATION 21: 1-7

I have to admit that I did something really dumb Friday night.  We have all heard the warnings about the weather and the need to leave our water dripping through the night.  Well, Friday night, when it came time for bed, I got up, put the dogs up, locked the doors, turned off the lights and went upstairs and got in the bed.  Did not even think about turning the water on.  

Well, as you can guess, or some of you already know from Kim’s facebook post, we woke up yesterday morning to no water.  Now, I know that it is easy to forget stuff.  But, I had turned it on the two nights before and I spent 11 years building houses.  I know that you have to either turn off the water and drain the pipes or leave it dripping on nights like we have had.  I just forgot.  I got so wrapped up in what was going on, waiting on Daniel to come home, watching TV, or any number of other things, that I just plain forgot.

Fortunately I was able to take a hair dryer and heat up the pipes enough to thaw them and get the water running again.  And we did not have any busted pipes.

The thing is when I realized what had happened, I begin to think of options.  I knew I could go to the store and buy bottled water.  So, watering the dogs, making coffee, cooking, brushing out teeth were not a problem.  The only concern I had was about taking a shower.  I could not figure out how we were going to have running water.  There is something wonderful about running water.  It moves, it is invigorating, it is cleansing.  There is nothing like a hot shower on a cold morning.

Today we are going to read two passages of scripture that deals with running, active, living water that will never freeze or run out.

-----------READ TEXT---------

The first story we read is a very familiar story in the life of Jesus.  He heard that the Pharisees knew about the followers He was picking up and the baptisms that were happening.  He started back to Galilee with His disciples.  He went through Samaria and stops at Jacob’s well and begins a conversation with a woman; a Samaritan woman no less.  When he asks for a drink she could not believe He was actually talking to her.  Then He begins to tell her about the living water that only He can give.  

He tells her if she knew who he was she would ask Him for a drink.  And He would give her water where she would never thirst again.  Then He says that this water is a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.  To which she replies please give me a drink of that water so she will never thirst again and not having to keep coming back to the same old place day after day.

The second reading is from the book of Revelation of John about a time when God will come to establish His Kingdom on this earth once and for all.  One word that occurs over and over is “new.”  A new heaven, a new earth, a new Jerusalem, see I am making all things new.   All these things are made new by the One who offers a drink from the spring of water of life.

The reason our water froze at the house the other night was because it was standing still in the pipes.  Water that stand still freezes in cold weather.  Water that stands becomes stagnant and just nasty in the heat of summer.  Ever noticed a stagnant pool and all the algae and stuff that forms on it?  

There is something special about running water.  But running water doesn’t freeze or become stagnant.  Running water stays fresh.  Running water gives life.  Running water makes all things new.

Too many times our relationship with God through Jesus Christ becomes frozen, stale, and stagnant.  We look back and find ourselves at the same place spiritually as we were six months or even a year ago.  We get so wrapped up in the things going on around us that we forget to let the water flow through our lives.  We get so caught up in looking around at the people in our lives, preparing for the next thing we have to do or let the things of this world invade our time with God that we just forget to open the spigot of God’s grace and love.

The thing is there is nothing wrong with getting involved in the life of our community.  There is nothing wrong with watching out for people who are out in the darkness and waiting on them to come home.  There is nothing wrong with getting wrapped up in the next activity or ministry of the church.  As long as it doesn’t keep us from coming and drinking from the well that will never run dry.  As long as it doesn’t keep us from drinking from that fountain of living water that will be like a spring gushing up to eternal life.  As long as it doesn’t stop us from letting God do a new thing in our lives.  You cannot give a drink of water from an empty cup.  

When we let the water of life stand still in our lives then it begins to freeze and become stagnant.  We can still do a lot of things.  We can engage in activities that will energize us for a little while, like a strong cup of coffee.  We can clean up our conversations and attitudes like brushing the morning breath off our teeth.  But the only way to be cleansed and washed and made new is to keep the water of life flowing through us, so God can make all things new in our homes, our lives and our hearts.  Then God’s home will be among His people and ALL things will be new.

Today we come to celebrate the Lord’s baptism in the river Jordan.  But more than that it is time to renew our baptismal covenant and thaw out the pipes of our heart so that the river of God’s love and grace can flow through us out into a world full of people who are thirsting for that drink that only God can supply.

