HARNESS THE POWER, 

BUT LET THE AIR FLOW

LUKE 4: 14-21

I CORINTHIANS 12:12-31a

My mother used to tell stories about the Tennessee River.  She remembered when there weren’t as many dams on the river as there are today.  Every time we would hear a report about a boating accident, or flooding she would tell stories about when she was growing up and how wild the Tennessee River was.  She would say that one thing TVA accomplished by building dams was it tamed one of the wildest rivers in America.  

One day I heard a person tell about standing at the point where the Tennessee actually begins around Knoxville.  That person said, that two smaller rivers converge to form the mighty and unpredictable Tennessee.   The two rivers are the Holston and the French Broad.  This is not unusual.  Smaller rivers join together to form larger ones all the time. The thing that was unusual was on that day as he stood looking down river it appeared as if two rivers shared the same channel.

As far as he could see down stream one half the river was smooth as glass, the French Broad.  The other half the river was choppy and rough, the Holston.  Two rivers sharing the same channel, but somewhere along the journey the join together to become one river with amazing power and potential.  Together they become the largest tributary to the Ohio River.  Together they are a raging mass of energy.  

Then one-day people figure out how to harness that energy and focus it for the good of an entire area.  TVA comes and builds dams and suddenly the energy of that raging river is focused and directed so to provide power to hundreds of thousands of people. But in addition to that, it provides places of fun, recreation and sport.

Today we are going to read a section of scripture from Luke’s gospel that tells about God focusing His energy in the life of one person, His Son Jesus, and what that energy calls His Son to do.

--------------READ SCRIPTURE--------------------

As the choir was coming around I asked you to read I Corinthians 12: 12-31a.  I wanted you to see how God can take the different gifts and put them together to form the Body of Christ.  Just like the two rivers join together to form the Tennessee River.  The problem comes in when we don’t join together in mission and ministry.  

What would happen if the waters of the Holston and the waters of the French Broad never joined together?  We wouldn’t have the wonder that is the Tennessee.  We wouldn’t have the power and energy that we have come to expect from this great river.

But more important than that, what would happen if somebody, somewhere someday had not come up with the idea of harnessing and directing that power.  We would not have the electricity that we have today.

In the reading from Luke this morning we see Jesus in the synagogue in Nazareth.  When the time came He got the scroll of Isaiah and read the words the prophet had written centuries before.  Then all He says is that today these words have been fulfilled in your hearing.

Today God has harnessed the power and energy of His love in the one person of His Son, Jesus.  Today the power and love of God is available to you.  Not just in theory, or not just by the laws, but also in the reality, in practice.

Friday I was reading the paper and came to the sports section and this was the headlining story: DEGAS JUST GOT WILDER.

In fun I say that NASCAR is the greatest sport in the world to nap to.  Especially the restrictor plate races.  They put these plates in the carburetor to reduce the air intake, thereby reducing the horsepower, thereby reducing the speed.  So, every car is considered equal.  The problem is that for most of the race this leads to the cars lining up single file and just driving around the track.  It can become very monotonous and boring.  And unless somebody makes a move that is way the race goes.  So, you can watch the first 25 laps, nap through the middle and watch the last 25 and you have seen the race.  But, listen to some changes NASCAR is making to these races.

-----READ EXERPTS FROM ARTICLE------

Here’s the thing.  We are many different people with many different gifts.  God has placed us into one channel or one place.  If we live as many parts then our energy is divided.  But, if we join together then we can form one powerful, moving river of God’s love with the power and energy to light up this entire community.  And when we light up this community that will spread will spread and we will light up the county, the state, the entire world.

The problem is that many of us have put restrictor plates on our hearts.  We slow down or shut off the air that God wants to blow into our lives.  For too many people Christianity has become the greatest sport in the world to nap to.  They get started and are excited and vibrant for the first 25 laps and they are there and really running hard the last 25 laps, but in the middle they take the safe place.  They line up in single file and don’t do anything to disrupt the flow or mess up the line.

It is only when we, like Jesus, open our hearts and our lives and let the Spirit or wind of God flow freely into our lives that we have the power to proclaim the good news to the poor, release to the captives, sight to the blind, and freedom to the oppressed.  It is only when we let God join us together as one body, one unit, one river of His ever flowing love that we can have the power to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.

Let God stir up the gifts in you, so you can stir up the world and bring the light and warmth of God’s love to often dark and cold world.

