THE DAYS OF OUR LIVES

MARK 14: 32-38

I: When we first got married Kim was a soap opera addict.

The only way she knew how to set the timer was to record her shows.

No matter what soap opera you watch they all had some things

In common:


Nobody had a real job


Nobody ever woke up with morning breath


Nobody looked bad, ever


Nobody ever went to the bathroom

You could miss it for weeks at a time and still know what was going on.

Kim’s favorite soap opera was DOOL.


Don’t know much about the show


Main love interest was Patch and Kayla


At the end of the introduction



“Like sands through an hour glass



 so are the days of our lives.”

Read a section of scripture from the last day of Jesus’ life

---------------READ SCRIPTURE---------------------

THINK ABOUT THE DAYS OF OUR LIVES:

SUNDAY- Little Easters.  Gather to celebrate the resurrection

MONDAY- Getting back into the swing of work.



Some get up – Good morning Lord



While some- Good Lord, morning



The teachings of Sunday still fresh

TUESDAY- The routine settling in



The teachings of Sunday beginning to wain

WEDNESDAY- The realities of work really sink in


                 Need a little something



      Wednesday evening programs

THURSDAY- Work continues



    Still remember and relish the fellowship time

FRIDAY- TGIF; Last work day before the weekend



       Can’t remember the lessons from Sunday and 



       Wednesday was two days ago.

SATURDAY- FREEDOM; time to play



    Last Sunday is gone; that lesson was in the past



    Wednesday was just another day


  
    The only thing on our mind is what we want to do

THE STORY:

Jesus and the disciples had celebrated the Passover.

Then they had walked from the house in Jerusalem, out the gates of the city, across the Kidron valley and into the Garden of Gethsemane.

It had been a long day.

Now they were tired.

Jesus takes three with Him deeper into the garden.

He asks them to be alert and pray.

The smile on His face when He healed and fed people was gone

The assurance of Peter’s great confession has faded

The joy of Passover has passed.

All that’s left now was agony in His voice and misunderstanding on the part of the disciples.

All He asks them to do is stay alert and pray.

And yet they can’t do that; they fall asleep; not once but three times.

They are half way between the Passover and the crucifixion and they sleep.

TODAY IS THE WEDNESDAY OF LENT

This is the third Sunday of Lent

We have celebrated two Sundays and after today have two more

We are half way between Ash Wednesday; where we remembered the 

time in the wilderness and asked ourselves what are we going to give 

up for Lent and Palm Sunday where we celebrate the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem to shouts of joy and the beginning of Holy Week.

Just like our weekdays we need a little something.  

The teachings of Ash Wednesday are a distant memory.

We are tired of the introspection and the discipline.

We want to rest from this journey.

And so, when Jesus calls us to be alert and pray in order to avoid temptation;

We sleep.  We nod off.  We let our guard down.

But, Jesus doesn’t give up.   

Over and over again He comes to us and calls us back.

Over and over again He comes and startles us awake.

Then He looks at us with those loving eyes, full of grief and hope, eyes that can pierce our very souls and with little smile of understanding says:



“The Spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

Not to excuse our behavior, not to offer excuses, not even to say it’s okay.

But rather to say, I know who you are and what you are going through and I still love you even when you sleep.

WATCHING PEOPLE OF WEDNESDAY:

Seeing people come in on Wednesday evening.

Look at their face; some are tired, some are just happy not to have to cook, some look of relief.

Then after a few minutes in the fellowship of friends and family their faces change. 

They are full of laughter, excitement, and hope.

EXACTLY WHAT WE NEED

Jesus knows exactly what we need.

He knows that we need a little encouragement along the way.

He knows we need to hear words of comfort as we travel this journey

So, He gave these words in the middle of the night, when the confidence, hope, and joy of the day had begun to wane, and they were tired.

And He does the same for us.  

In the middle of this season we know as Lent He comes and offers these same words to help us make it through.

BUT NOT ONLY DOES HE OFFER WORDS:

Not only does He offer the words of understanding and love

He gave us something tangible to help us through these tough times.

COMMUNION.

