DRIVING FAST!!

PHILLIPIANS 3:4-14

Julian Huxley, the British scientist was in Dublin for a meeting of the Irish Association. He arrived late at the station, threw himself into a taxicab and called out to the driver, "Drive fast." Away the cab went over the cobblestone streets of Dublin until at last Huxley called up to the driver, "Do you know where you are going?" "No," the driver replied, "but I'm driving fast." 

Too many times all we do is drive fast.  We don’t have a specific goal or really know where we are headed, we just know we have to go fast.  Too many times we leave our homes in search of the true meaning of life.  When it all comes down to it, it is really just one thing

FILM CLIP FROM CITY SLICKERS OR:

One of my favorite movies is “City Slickers” with Billy Crystal.  In the movie he goes out west to a dude ranch with two of his best friends.  They will learn how to ride and herd cattle and then help on a real cattle drive.

The lead man on the drive was a hardened cowboy named Curly.  He had skin that was tough and leathery from the sun.  He spoke very little, but when he did it was in a low voice that demanded respect and instilled fear.  

In one scene Billy finds himself alone with Curly after a stampede.  Night falls and they have to spend it away from the others.  As they sit and talk Curly tells Billy he knows why he came out west.  He says city slickers come every year hoping to find meaning and purpose in their lives.  Well, of course this is why Billy and his three friends were there.  So, mustering all his courage, Billy asks him, what is the meaning of life.

In his slow western way Curly holds up one finger, and says this is it.  One thing.  You find out what that one thing is and you have the answer.

Hear how the Apostle Paul puts it.

---------------READ SCRIPTURE--------------------

PAULS HERITAGE:


He was circumcised on the eighth day


He was a not only a Hebrew, he was a member of the tribe of 


Benjamin.


He was a Pharisee


He was zealous 


He was blameless in keeping the law.

He counts all this worthless:


He gives it all up


He walks away from all that he had ever known


He never looks back

In this chapter Paul has given us two important focal points for our lives – all I want... and the one thing I do... All I want is to know Christ and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of sharing his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so to attain resurrection from the dead. This is the goal of Paul's life.

In the First Testament “knowing” isn’t some intellectual exercise. “Knowing” is relational. Knowing is an intimate, active, ongoing experience of another human being. Paul’s life was not transformed by knowing a “what,” but by knowing a “who.” Knowing means grasping the essence of a person, not “knowing” a litany of cozy principles or a list of core values. 

Paul didn’t write a “gospel.” Paul didn’t order and organize a comprehensive list of Jesus’ teachings. Paul rarely spoke of “Jesus” in his letters. Instead Paul confessed “Christ.” Saul the zealous Pharisee never knew Jesus, the itinerant teacher/preacher from Galilee. Paul the apostle did know Christ, the Son of God who suffered, who was crucified, who died, and who was resurrected by the power of Almighty God. For Paul Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection was the whole gospel. Knowing Christ crucified, knowing Christ resurrected, and knowing Christ rising and returning again — that was “knowing Christ.”

For Paul it was not just the Risen Christ, but the Rising Christ, that guarded and guided the follower of Jesus. For Paul’s Christ’s inexhaustible newness was an everyday reality. For Paul Christ is always active, always new, always revealing his redeeming work in those who “know” him. 

The one thing I do... forgetting what is behind and straining towards what is ahead, I press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. Paul is actively pursuing his goal by the grace of God in Christ Jesus and in the power of his Spirit. 

Today we come to the last Sunday of Lent and we look back over the past days and we are proud of all that we have given up.  We are proud that we have been able to go all these weeks without chocolate, cokes, sweets, brusselsprouts, or coffee.  We look back and think how good we are, how religious we are.  Aren’t we a good example for all those heathens in the world?  Paul says that isn’t what it is about.  It is about letting all that stuff go and really getting to know Christ.

The church’s biggest problem is that we want to know what, not who. We want to know the beauty of Jesus’ beatitudes, not bear Christ’s burdens for the world. The church wasn’t created out of nicely memorized catechisms. The church was born from the nails and splinters of the cross.

It is the Rising Christ who is with us every day, every hour, through suffering and despair, through joy and victory, through life’s ups and downs. 

Curly looks at Billy Crystal in the movie and says that life boils down to one thing and you have to figure out what that one thing is.  Paul tells us what that one thing is: It is to know Christ and Christ crucified.  Live in a relationship with Him each and every day.  That is what makes life worth living.

Don’t just drive fast; know where you are going.  Hear the high calling of Christ on your life and let go of all the things that are holding you back.  Don’t just know the what of Lent; know the who.  Let the Rising Christ walk with you everyday.  Be born anew today through the nails and splinters of the cross.

